unleARning god 1 What’s on Your Sleeve? Afew weeks ago, a friend of mine said to me,
“You kinda wear God on your sleeve, Mike.” | thought that was pretty funny, so | said, “As
opposed to what? What do you wear on your sleeve?” He looked confused. “I’m not sure
whatyou mean.” “l imagine you say that | wear God on my sleeve because | talk about Him
all the time. So what do you talk about all the time? Whatever thatis, that’s what you wear
onyour sleeve.” My friend had no idea what he wore on his sleeve. Most of us don’t. But
believe me: we’re all wearing something there. Maybe you’re always talking about how
much money you make and youryachts and summer homes, oryour fancy degrees and
publication history, or how great and smart your kids are, or what a fantastic collection of
clothes/art/stamps /3 /4 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH you have. Or maybe you take pride
in your poverty. | think it’s time we all became acutely aware of what we’re wearing on our
sleeves so that we can actually have a discussion about it. When | said that to my friend,
the conversation gotreal. | slowly began to realize that my God and the God he was seeing
were two different Gods. The God he grew up with was not the same God | was talking
about. And that made me sad—that my friend didn’t know the God of my under standing, a
God of infinite grace, love, and freedom. “I’ve got news for you, my friend,” | said. “Could be
good news, could be bad news, depending on how you look atit. But hereitis: You’re going
to have to unlearn God.” Most of us grew up with a God of rules and regulations, dos and
don’ts. God was used as a stick—a punishing rod. “Do right, and God will bless you. Do
wrong, and God will smite you down.” So, basically, make good choices, and you geta
reward; make bad choices, and you get punished. Thatis not the God of the universe. God
doesn’t ever want us to confuse our behavior with His blessings. He’s basically telling us,
“Don’t think of me as a vending machine—that you can press the button and there’s your
reward. You can make all kinds of mistakes, and | may still bless you. You can do something
awesome, and not be blessed in the way you expected. I’'m your God. | love you. I've taken
away allyour sin—thatis why Jesus died foryou. That’s my gift. Now go enjoy life and love
other people.” UNLEARNING GOD c5 That’s not the God many of us are familiar with. If that
describes you, then you’ve got to unlearn the God you grew up with. It’s imperative that you
do. Inthe groups | work with, | often ask people to describe the face of God. | say, “He’s
looking atyou right now. What does His face look like?” The responses | get are interesting.
“Well, His eyes arereally sad. Like He’s a tad disappointed.” That’s the one | get most of the
time—God is looking at them with vague disappointment. “Okay, so He’s a tad
disappointed,” | say. “Now if He were to say something to you right now, with that disap
pointed look, what words would come out of His mouth?” Nine times out of ten, these
people tell me God would say to them, “You can do just a little bit better.” That’s most
people’s view of God: that He’s a tad disap pointed and thinks we can do just a little bit
better. That’s the God they grew up with. Meanwhile I’m sitting here going, “Are you kidding
me? Thatis not the God that runs the universe!” When | envision the face of God, He’s got



passion and fire in His eyes—and excitement! He sent Jesus to take away all our sins, and
He’s dying to be in relationship with us. He wants to pour His Holy Spirit on us to give us
wisdom beyond our years. He wants to fill our heads and hearts with thoughts and feelings
we would never have without Him, 6 c LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH about how He sees us,
not how other people see us or how we see ourselves. That’s the God I’'m talking about. |
don’t follow a God who’s only focused on rules and reg ulations for me to follow—who’ll
punish me or send me to hellif | don’t do theright thing. My God isn’t a giant cosmic killjoy.
That’s notwhy | get out of bed in the mornings. | get out of bed every day fired up with
passion because my God is a life-giving God of passion. That’s what He wants for me. If |
wear God on my sleeve, that’s why. Because I’m excited about worshipping a God who fills
me with His love, so | can go out and share it with everyone I meet. And so | can help people
unlearn their God—and meet mine. What one thing do you need to unlearn about God? 2
Free the David On the South Side of Chicago, where | grew up, our whole neighbor hood
was Democratic. | was a Democrat, too. Do you know why? Because my mom and dad
were Democrats. If you grew up on the South Side, you were a Democrat. That’s just the
way things were. | grew up thinking Republicans were the enemy, simply because that’s the
way | was raised. But | didn’t know why | believed that. | was just parroting what my parents
said about politics. It was the same with my belief system. | was a Cath olic because | was
raised that way. It’s one thing for a kid to inherit someone else’s beliefs, butfor me, it didn’t
stop with childhood. Even as an adult, | was bound to this strict Roman Catholic way of
thinking. Foryears, | thought of God as “The Great Punisher,” an arbiter who would judge /7
/ 8 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH me every single time | screwed up. Why was | so quick to
adopt everybody else’s opinions, instead of taking the time to figure out what | believed? As
Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” And | agree: it’s not. Have you ever
thought about how a sculptor creates a sculpture? Most of these guys have an idea in their
head, and then they go get a block of marble. “Whatever I’'m seeing in my head,” they say,
“I’'m going to putitin this block of marble.” But Michelangelo said, “Not me.” He would sitin
a chairand look at a block of marble for weeks—sometimes even months—at a time, until
he saw what was trapped inside the marble. “Every block of stone has a statueinside it,”
said Miche langelo, “and itis the task of the sculptor to discover it.” He chipped around and
discovered the statue inside—and then he freed David from the block of stone. The goalis
to be freer at the end of this book than when we first started. That’s the journey we’re
embarking on together: to bust free from that rigid block of stone. | want to free you with the
thoughts and ideas I’m going to be sharing with you in these pages. | want you to be free to
unlock the treasure you have inside of you, so that people can meet the real you—not the
imprisoned one who says, “Let’s make sure we follow all the restrictions, rules and
regulations, and commandments.” Or, “Let’s make sure we have all the right UNLEARNING
GOD c9 behaviors and look good doing it.” | wantyour heart to desire a real relationship



with God. The idea of “freeing the David” inside of me was crucial in my own life. What did |
need to chip away to free the real person who was inside me, the person God saw? My
whole life, I’d felt like He was judging me for all the things | was doing or not doing, but what
| didn’t realize was that He had already judged Christ for every sin | ever committed. “l pun
ished Christ for everything,” God said. “And if | punished Him for everything, there’s nothing
left foryou.” Only then did | begin to understand that my job was to receive that gift, geton
with my life, and bring God’s true love, mercy, and forgiveness to the world. Are you ready
free your David? 3 Meet My Source Our view of God shapes who we are. The God | grew up
with is notthe God of my understanding now. Actually, it’s more accurate to say that God
hasn’t changed, but myview of Him has changed. If you and | are both ata museum, and
we’re looking at the same statue from different sides, we’re not seeing it from the same
perspective. I’'m going, “Do you see what I’m seeing?” And you say, “No, | see something
totally different.” But the statue itself hasn’t changed. God allowed me to see Him the way
He really is—a God of love and mercy, not a God who’s here to judge us. When Jesus came
to Earth, He didn’t come to judge the world. He came to save us. If you’rein a lake,
drowning because you can’t swim and bobbing up and down, and here comes a boat next
to you and there’s a guy inside, let me tell you what you don’t / 10 / UNLEARNING GOD c11
need from that guy: swimming lessons! Can you imagine if, instead of throwing you a life
vest, he said, “Now, here’s what your problem is: you’re splashing aroundtoo much and not
keeping your head above water. I’'m going to give you a quick swimming lesson. First, take
yourright arm ...” You don’t care. You’re screaming, “Get me out of the water! I’'m dying!” If
he throws you a life vest, you’re not going to care one bit about your “form” or your capacity
as a swimmer. You’re going to hold onto it with everything in you, because if that life vest
doesn’t hold you up, you die. Jesus is the exact opposite of the guy in that boat. He didn’t
come to judge us; He is the life vest. He said it him self, “| came to save you.” After He saves
us we are looking at Him and just being so grateful. Out of that gratefulness | start to
wonder and ask why did you do this? And then | begin to discover that itis because of His
great love for me. That’s when my life begins to change. Suddenly, | see evidence of God in
everything around me—in the particles of the air, the sunshine, the chemical properties of
photosynthesis... If you want to understand God, look at science. Look at astronomy. Look
at quantum physics. Look at math. You study these fields and you go, “There’s gotto be a
God behind this.” Let’s say you have a very nice Rolex watch. It looks beau tiful and it keeps
time better than any watch you’ve ever owned. Well, who’s behind it? Awatchmaker. You
can’t get 12 c LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH something as intricate as a watch without having
a maker behind it. Just look at the universe! The sun has beenin its place since the
beginning of time, and it hasn’t moved. Look at the stars—at Orion and all the other
constellations and all the galaxies. It’s absolutely amazing. So to say, “Well, I’'m not sure
there’s a God....” Areyou kidding? Let’s go a little deeper. The diameter of the sun is approx



imately 865,000 miles. That’s pretty large. In comparison, the diameter of the earth is 7,918
miles. Wow. That’s a big difference, right? The sun is over a hundred times larger than the
earth. Scientists call the distance between the earth andthe sun anastronomicalunit. One
astronomical unitis 93 million miles. That’s such a long way, scientists have to bring that
number down so we can have a better mental understanding of the vastness of the
universe. The nearest star (besides the sun) is 300,000 astronomical units from planet
Earth. Thatis a distance of 93 million miles times 300,000. That’s justincredible. Who are
we dealing with here? The God of the universe who made this vast universe and putus on a
tiny little planet called Earth! If God is managing a universe like the one we live in, do you
really think He is looking at us going, “Eh, you know what? You’re not pleasing to me. | don’t
like what you’re doing.”? No! He’s offering us a gift of grace to bring us back in relationship
with Him—and He’s offering that UNLEARNING GOD c13 gift of grace to everybody. How
could we refuse that from the God who made everything? When you realize how smallwe
arein comparison, God’s offer becomes even more outstanding. Ninety-nine percent of the
matter in the Milky Way is contained in the sun. Therestis 1 percent. As human beings, we
are part of that 1 percent. And there are seven billion people on planet Earth, which means
that each of us is .000000. My calculator won’t even compute that. Just consider the
vastness of the universe. Who is this God, and is He personal? Will He talk to us? Does He
love us? Does He care about what we do and what we believe? If God is managing a
universe like the one we live in, do you really think He is looking at us going, “You know
what? You’re not pleasing to me. | don’t like what you’re doing.”? No! He’s offering us a gift
of grace to bring us back in rela tionship with Him—and He’s offering that gift of grace to
everybody. How could we refuse that from the God who made everything? When you realize
how small we are in comparison, God’s offer becomes even more outstanding. What if God
is saying, “You matter. You, individually, matter to me. | want to have a relationship with you
because of what my Son did. That’s the gift of grace.” That’s pretty amazing. All of science
should bring us closer to our maker, a God of love and mercy and a God 14 ¢ LOVE GOD,
HATE CHURCH of science. And yet for some reason we want to sit around with our fancy
PhDs and intellects and discuss whether God exists! Come on. It’s time we get real with
ourselves, let alone with each other. Simply put, science is the study of the Onewho made
itall—God! There is a God of the universe. Believe this. Accept it. Let it change your
thinking. Let that become the thought that changes your belief system and that will
eventually change the way you look at other people and yourself. ConsiderJesus: He
stepped out of time and space and became one of us, lived and died and rose again for us.
And showed us that the God of the universe loves us with an unconditional love. No
conditions. Come as you are. He said come AS YOU ARE. Yes, we matter. What is keeping
you from believing this and just coming as you are? 4 The Three Voices There are three
voices in the universe today. The first voice is the media: television, the Internet, social



media, newspapers (if anyone still reads newspapers these days). Pick your poison.
Whatever itis, we’ve got a steady IV drip of media voices screaming at us 24/7. Media is
how people exchange and receive information. You turn on the TV, and it thinks for you. You
lose three friends on Facebook and wonder, “What am | doing wrong?” The media is the
most pervasive of the three voices, because it’s the one that speaks to us, relentlessly,
every sin gle day. The second voice is the voice inside each of us, formed by how we were
raised and what we believed. It’s really a mash-up of hundreds of tiny voices—the parents,
families, elders orteachers who started instilling their beliefs in us at a very early age.
Whether they were Catholic nuns, Jewish/15/16 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH rabbis, or
Baptist preachers, the adults who instructed our young selves had a lasting impact on our
future beliefs. We absorbed everything they did and said, forming that second voice—that
voice in your head that says, “What would my mom think if | did this? What would my dad
say? Will my friends judge me? How will people view me if | do this?” Then there’s the third
voice. The third voice is the voice of God, and it’s really the only one that matters.
Unfortunately, most people assume God’s voice is judg mental and condemning. They
picture Him as a heartless ruler with an iron fist, sitting up there on His throne, throw ing
down rules. People view God as a punisher, the sort of guy only interested in handing out
guilty verdicts to His children. If you break a rule, you get struck by lightning. You gotin that
carwreck because you didn’t obey Him. You didn’t get that promotion because you broke
Rule #3512b. No wonder most people choose to listen to the first and second voices
instead of the third! Even if the messages from those voices aren’t always positive—we may
feel judgment from our families, or we constantly get the message from the media that
we’ll never measure up—they somehow seem more relevant to our lives. And it’s still better
than listening to some vindictive God who’s just setting us up to fail. The ironyis that God’s
voice is exactly the opposite of what most people think. It’s the only voice in which there is
the offer of no condemnation and no judgment—just com passion, mercy, grace,
understanding, and forgiveness. That’s UNLEARNING GOD c17 the voice we need to wake
up to every morning if we want to live happy, fulfilling lives. But people are missing out on
the one voice that truly matters. God’s voice is the only voice that can get us through life,
the only one of the three that can lead us to a place where we’re genuinely happy, humble,
and enjoyable to be around. God’s voice guides and helps us, whereas the other two voices
mostly bring us lies and harm, depending on whether they agree with what God has already
said. Most of us ignore the third voice because we don’t under stand it. If I’'m sitting ata
Starbucks, and | really want to get to know a guy who comes in but he starts speaking
Russian to me, |won’t be able to understand him. He can talk all he wants, saying anything
at all, but I still won’t understand the language. He could even be telling me, “I’m about to
killyou. I have a knife in my backpack, and I’m going to cut off your head,” and I’'d have no
idea! I'd be laughingand smiling along with him, because | don’t know what he’s saying. He



could also be telling me I’'m the mostincredible guy in the world and that he wants to put
ten million dollars in my bank account immediately. The pointis this: | don’t know what the
guy’s saying, so I’m probably not going to sit there and try to have a discus sion with him.
We wouldn’t get very far. It’s no different with God. If we don’t understand what He’s saying,
of course we don’t want to listen to His voice! Everybody thinks God is all about what we do
and don’tdo. 18 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH They think He’s all about behavior. But that’s
notwho God is—that’s only what people believe about Him. The true voice of God is
powerful—not because He’s some taskmaster, but because He is a loving, forgiving, com
passionate God. Compare that to the voice of the media, which says, “Buy this productif
you want to feel worthy,” or “If you want to be beautiful, you need to invest in this cream and
that surgery.” Compare it to the voice of some long-lost teacher or overbearing parent that
tells you, “You’ll never be good enough, no matter how hard you try.” What voice do you
listen to? Which of these voices is predominantinside your head? If you’re listening to the
first or second voice, you’re missing out on all the good stuff life has to offer. Once you hear
the true voice of God in your head, you’ll never want to hear another voice again. And the
more you get used to hearing His voice, the more yourvoice to others is the same as His.
That’s what people really want to hear: when our words to each other become what God
already has declared. Get ready to be fully human! What has to happen for you to hear His
voice? Most people think that going to church is the way we learn about God. And attimes
that’s certainly true, if you’re not being constantly told whatto do and not do, butinstead
are being told how amazing God’s love is foryou. How pas sionate about you He really is!
How ready He is to forgive and extend mercy and help! UNLEARNING GOD c19 We can also
read His Word to us—the Scriptures. The book of promises to His kids. It’s not a behavior
modifi cation manual; rather, it identifies our true nature as His children, and how His
children receive and pour out His love to others. Read it for ten minutes a day forone
month. Believe it and trustit. Startin the Psalms, or Proverbs, or John. But just get started.
Will you try it? 5 Mike’s Ten Commandments Let’s say you and your wife get an invitation in
the mail. It’s the fancy kind, with thick gold-leaf paperand a fancy red ribbon. You open the
invitation and it says, “You are cordially invited to Mike Moore’s house. Please come over
whenever you’d like. Just let yourself in the front door.” “Well,” you say to your wife, “Mike’s a
nice enough guy.” “And he has a pool,” she adds. You both agree: sure, why not? You’ll
come right over. But when you get to my house, you see a long piece of paper nailed to the
frontdoor. It’s so long it’s really more like a scroll. “Mike’s Ten Commandments,” it says at
the top, in bold black print. / 20 / UNLEARNING GOD c21 MIKE’'STEN COMMANDMENTS
COMMANDMENRT 1: You must leave your shoes at the front door before entering my house.
COMMANDMERNT 2: You cannot, under any circumstances, use profanity in my house.
COMMANDMENRT 3: There are three rooms you are not allowed in. COMMANDMENRT 4: You
cannot go swimming unless you have a swimsuiton. COMMANDMERNT 5: You cannot touch



the grill. Thatis my domain. COMMANDMERT 6: You cannotwalk into the wine cellar.
COMMANDMERNT 7: You cannot use my washer and dryer. Only the housekeeper is allowed
in the laundryroom. COMMANDMERT 8: Don’t even think about touching the photographs
on the mantle. To do so means you’re lusting after the people in them. COMMANDMERT 9:
Do not eat the food in the fridge—any of it. COMMANDMERNT 10: Thou shalt notuse more
toilet paperthanis absolutely necessary, atany time. 22 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE CHURCH You
think this is all a little strange, butyou did both bring your swimsuits, and you’re stillhoping
to take a dip in the pool. So, you enter the house warily. With each step, you feel
increasingly anxious and uncomfortable. Your wife starts to wander down the hall. “Wait,
baby,” you call out. “Hold on a second.” “What?” she says. “Mike said we couldn’t go near
the wine cellar.” “He didn’t say we couldn’t go near it. He said we couldn’t go in it.” “Yeah,
butif we go near it, he’ll think we’re going to go in it. So maybe we shouldn’t get within, like,
ten feet of it.” Your whole conversation at my house has become about this: are you going
to break the rules? You are not enjoying yourselves; you are worried and scared that you will
mess up and be kicked out. Imagine how different it would be if | had stood at the door to
greet you, saying, “Come onin, guys! How are you tonight? Good to see you! Let’s go have
some fun.” When | actually do have people over, | obviously don’t have a list of rules posted
on the front door. The whole rea son I’'ve invited you over is so you can enjoy yourself, and
so | can get to know you better. Why? Because | want to relate to you. | don’t need you to
follow a bunch of rules in my house—that’s not how we build a relationship. Now,
obviously, if you try to killsomebody under my roof, | am going to tell you that it’s not
appropriate. Certainly, UNLEARNING GOD c23 there are some parameters | need you to
abide by. My pointis that the way God relates to us is no different than the way we relate to
each other. He wants a relationship with you. He doesn’t want you to tiptoe around
following a bunch of arbitrary rules. This is why | challenge people’s views about God,
because | wantto help them unlearn all of the BS that has made them view God as a rule
master. The God of my understandingisn’t followingyou around with a grade book, marking
a big red X every time you screw up and touch the grill. If God’s love foryou is conditional—
based on whatyou do ordon’t do—then the only thing you will focus on is the condition.
You will not be able to have a relationship with Him. It’s impossible. That’s how itis with
conditional love— it kills the potential for a real relationship because it becomes all about
the rules. Imagine a woman who says to her fiancé, “I’ll love you no matter what, till death
do us part. I’'m in this relationship 100 percent, and | won’t change my mind. But honey,
there is one thing. If you burn the toast, I’m out. Other than that, I’'ll never leave you. You
can embezzle money, or have an affair, or do anything else, and I’'ll still be right here by your
side. Butdon’tyou ever burn the toast.” What is the one and only thing that woman’s poor
fiancéis going to think about? The toast! “Oh my God, | can’tburn the toast,” he says. “As a
mat ter of fact, | can’t even have a toasterin the house. It’s too 24 ¢ LOVE GOD, HATE



CHURCH risky. You know what? | won’t even have bread in the house, because if the bread
gets too close to a flame on the stove, it’ll look like toast. So | have to make sure there’s no
bread.” So they get married, and he makes sure to have no bread products of any kind
around the kitchen. Butthen one day his sister stops by with pastries, and he freaks out. “I
can’t have flour products in this house! What if the heat gets too high and they start to
burn? Like toast?” He runs through the house in a panic, making sure the thermostatis
under seventy degrees, and then he banishes his sisterand makes her throw out all the
pastries in the dumpster. He’s com pletely lost his mind, all because of that one little
condition. The poor guy can’t get past the toast. Soon it’s all he thinks about. Eventually,
the marriage fails because heis absolutely terrified of burning some toast-like object and
his wife leaving him because of the ultimatum she gave him. Of course, in the end, she
leaves him anyway. Where is the intimacy in that relationship? It went the way of the
toaster: gone. God’s love is unconditional. He isn’t holding a list of com mandments over
you with an ultimatum: follow all of these, and I’'ll love you, but break one, and I’ll stop.
“You’re free to make a choice to do what you want,” He says. “l will take away all your sins—
past, present, and future—at the cross.” And He says, “l will give you the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the Holy Spirit willempower your life.” We only have to humbly UNLEARNING
GOD c25 and freely accept what He’s offered us. That’s it. There are no other conditions
between God and us. That’s the only way the human heart can be free—when there are no
conditions in play. You can use my grill, go into my wine cellar, touch my photographs, and
use as much toi let paperas you want, and | willnot abandon you. In truth, I’'llonly love you
allthe more. You have to know that, no matter what you do, | willnot abandon our
friendship. Remember the greatest need of the human heartis the forgiveness of sin. What
is keeping you, right now, from fully receiving his love and forgiveness? 6 God Gives a Damn
The way we view God determines how we will live on planet Earth. Christian, atheist,
Buddhist—doesn’t matter. If you see God as a stern and strict father type, then you’re not
going to have very much fun believing in God. One of my closest friends lost his dad six
years ago. My friend was fifty-eight years old when his father got sick, and the two had
never been particularly close. His dad had been pretty unemotionalthe whole time my
friend was growing up—never the type to show affection or tell his son how much he loved
him. As a result, my friend grew up with deep scars and spent most of his life self-
protecting. In the last months of his life, all his dad wanted to do was to sitin a chairand
talk to his son. And finally, my friend agreed. So there the two of them were, in a hospital
room together, at the bitter end. The old man tried to say / 26 / UNLEARNING GOD c27 all
the things he wanted to say to his son, but my friend wouldn’t let him. “It’s taken fifty-eight
years foryou to finally want to talk to me?” he said angrily. “When | was a kid, you wouldn’t
sitdown and talk to me because it was all about you. And now you’re telling me | have to sit
down and hearwhatever itis you have to say?” Furious, my friend got up and walked out of



the hospital. His father died that afternoon. That just about broke my heart. And then |
realized we do the same thing with God. We walk around going, “Yeah, God’s out there
somewhere, but He doesn’t want to talk to me. He’s not interested in me.” And we miss out
on these opportunities to let God speak to us—to hear what He has to say. Why do we
always assume God is this punitive judge, ready to slam down His gavel? We getin a car
wreck or have a fight with our wife, and we assume God is punishing us. Really? Is that the
way God is? What do you do when one of your kids disobeys you? Do you break both of
their arms and putthem in the hospital to teach the lesson? | hope not! That’s not what
loving fathers do—and God is the ultimate loving father. We tend to forget that. All God
wants is intimacy. In-to-me-see. He wants to look inside you and show you who you really
are. He wants you to carry out His message to planet Earth: that He not 28 ¢ LOVE GOD,
HATE CHURCH only gives a damn about what He’s created, but does itin a merciful,
tender, compassionate way. Every day, God is basically saying, “Son, siton my lap. What’s
going on?” To which you reply, “Well, Dad, you know what’s going on. You’re God.” To which
He replies, “Of course | do, but | want you to tell me. | want to relate to you. | wantto talk to
you. Me and you. Let’s just talk.” Here’s the thing: God doesn’t just love you, He knows
you—intimately, inside and out. Even better, He’s fully committed to you. Through God’s
love, you get to see what you’re really like, and He likes you. He already knows what you’re
really like, because He made you in His image. Which is why that love will start to mold you
into a compassionate, tender person, because that’s who He is. You know how we spend
ourwhole lives trying not to turn into our parents, but we can’t always help it? It’s like that
with God, too. Inside every human being ever to be born and live on planet Earth, there lives
a desire to be exactly like the God of the universe. God put that desire in them. Now, we can
choose to say no. We can run from it. We can say, “Nah, | don’t believe that.” But why would
we? God is the greatest role model you could ever have. Maybe you didn’t have good role
models in your life. Maybe your parents set conditions on their love foryou, and you felt
that, no matter what you did, you could never UNLEARNING GOD ¢29 measure up. Maybe
your mom, dad, or some other adultin your life never cared about you one bit. I’'m here to
tell you this: your Father in heaven is nothing like that. He gives more than a damn. He gave
His one and only Son so that you could fulfill your purpose on this earth and have eternal
life in heaven. Sit down in that chairright now and let him tell you so! What do you feel Him
saying to you right now? If it’s not uplifting, it’s not His voice!



